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1. Introduction

Economic development is the process of building strong, adaptive economies.! Strategies that are
driven by local assets and people, which have a diverse industry base and a commitment to all
opportunities being given strong support represent those elements that will deliver economic prosperity
in a region. While it is recognized that what constitutes success in economic development will vary from
region to region and state to state the reality is that strong leadership is a critical factor in effective
economic development.

Like some rural/remote regions across Queensland the Wide Bay Burnett region faces many challenges
when analysing key economic indicators of unemployment, youth retention, ageing population and
participation rate. While this is the case, from an investment perspective the region is strategically
located adjacent to Queensland’s major population centre and between south-east Queensland, the
industrial hub of Gladstone, the Brisbane West Wellcamp Airport and within close proximity to the Surat
Basin. Given this scenario the region offers a unique advantage which has been largely overlooked from
a development and investment perspective.

As dedicated members of the Wide Bay Burnett Regional Organisation of Councils (WBBROC), the
Mavyors across the region are strongly committed to working together and with other levels of
government and key stakeholders to deliver a changed economic blueprint which in turn will result in a
region that positively contributes to the State’s gross regional product (GRP). “Positioning the Wide Bay
Burnett for Future Growth - A Plan to Deliver Economic Prosperity” clearly details the nine projects of
regional significance that WBBROC believes will deliver a changed economy and it is for this reason the
plan is commended to Federal and State Governments for consideration.

1 “The Role of Local Elected Officials in Economic Development” (2010) International Economic Development
Council



2. About our Region

The Wide Bay-Burnett Statistical Division comprises the five regional council areas of South Burnett,
Bundaberg, Gympie, North Burnett and Fraser Coast, as well as the indigenous shire of Cherbourg. It has
a total area of 52,376.8 km2, or 3.0 per cent of the total area of the state of Queensland.

GYMPIE REGFO

It is widely documented and accepted the Wide Bay Burnett region faces many challenges when
analysing economic indicators of unemployment (11.3% as at June Qtr 2015 compared with
Queensland’s rate at 6.5%), (participation 48.2% for 2014-2015 compared with Queensland’s rate of
65.5%) and an ageing population (21.8% of population over the age of 65 years in June 2014 compared
with Queensland’s rate of 14%)%. In particular, the youth unemployment rate in the Wide Bay Burnett
region has increased in recent years to be 20.6 per cent over the year to January 2016, above the State
average of 13.2 per cent®. Social trends of skill and youth migration away from regional areas to larger

2 Queensland Regional Profiles — Wide Bay Burnett (March 2016), Queensland Government Statistician Office,

Queensland Treasury
3 Regional Profile Wide Bay (March 2016), Jobs Now, Jobs for the Future Employment Forum 9 March, Queensland

Treasury



metropolitan locations and below average household income levels prevail. Furthermore, geographic
challenges of a region that has many small centres and communities can be difficult for infrastructure
planning and resource allocation.

Conversely, the region has many strengths and competitive advantages including an underutilized
labour market, growing population, lower costs of living, abundant natural resources, underutilized
public and private-owned facilities, enviable lifestyle as well as proximity to markets and commercial
activity in South East Queensland. Interestingly, the Wide Bay Burnett region also has a relatively
diverse economy, with its economic performance linked to a number of key sectors including
agriculture, tourism, education and training, manufacturing, construction, and services. However, at a
sub-region level resource availability can restrict capacity to influence the changes required to make a
measurable impact on the wider economy.

The Wide Bay Burnett Regional Organisation of Councils (WBBROC) has been working hard to improve
the economic outlook and long-term sustainability of our region and, in doing so, has identified that
such challenges, strengths and competitive advantages are essential to form a strategy for future
growth.

A collaborative regional approach and provision of a framework to facilitate economic development
has been identified as being an opportunity for the region to unlock potential resources and enabling
infrastructure investment from Local, State and Federal Governments, industry and the private sector.
In this regard, in collaboration with stakeholders across the region, WBBROC released the Regional
Economic Development Strategy 2014-2019 (refer http://wbbroc.org.au/The-Region/Whats-new) which
provides a foundational economic development strategy to guide the region in the achievement of the
ultimate desire to improve the economy of the region.

While very positive progress has been achieved in relation to implementing the Regional Economic
Development Strategy 2014-2019, WBBROC has identified a number of critical foundational barriers
that require attention. The purpose of this Position Paper is to detail the nature of these barriers and
subsequently highlight elements of an action plan that would start to address these barriers.



3. Foundational Barriers

From an investment perspective the Wide Bay Burnett region is strategically located adjacent to
Queensland’s major population centre and between south-east Queensland, the industrial hub of
Gladstone, the Brisbane West Wellcamp Airport and close proximity to the Surat Basin. In this regard,
the proximity to growing markets presents ‘overflow’ opportunities and the Wide Bay Burnett region
has the potential to introduce new opportunities such as medium scale manufacturing to support supply
chains in a number of industry sectors.

Figures 2 and 3 below illustrate that small and medium sized businesses dominate the Queensland
economy, including the Wide Bay Burnett region. Around 96% of businesses in the region and across
the state are classified as small businesses.
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Figure 2: Queensland businesses by number of staff
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Figure 3: Wide Bay Burnett businesses by number of staff

Turnover No. of businesses

Under $100,000 11,338
$100,000 to $2m 10,373
$2m plus 858

Total businesses: 22,569

Figure 4: WBB businesses by turnover, 2010-11:

Although, as detailed in the table in figure 4 there are more than 22,500 businesses in the region, not
every business owner will want to grow his or her business. Many self-employed business owners run a
‘lifestyle’ business and they are happy if they can make a reasonable living for themselves and perhaps a
few other people. The majority of small businesses serve a local geographic area and do not trade far
outside the region. These small local businesses are still important to the region — they provide local
employment, contribute to the quality of life and make the region a more desirable place to live and
work.

However, as detailed in the Regional Australia Institute Bringing Business into Australian Regional
Development (2014) optimism does exist among regional businesses as two in five businesses in
Australia (with the results consistent across all types of regions) are planning to increase the size of the
business a little in the next 5 years. Importantly, around one in five (19 per cent) is planning to increase
the size of the business by double or more (refer Figure 5).
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Figure 5: Business Goals in the Next 5 Years by Region

While it can be suggested the challenges or barriers being experienced by small and medium sized
businesses in regional and metropolitan Queensland are largely the same, WBBROC considers the extent
of the barriers in a Wide Bay Burnett regional context are particularly prominent given the challenging
economic indicators outlined previously. From a Wide Bay Burnett perspective, the main barriers
include but are not limited to:

a) Access to skilled workforce including professionals and mentoring support

WBBROC firmly believes that trade and investment is essential for the growth of the Wide Bay
Burnett region. An increase in exports will inject dollars into the Wide Bay Burnett region and
deliver jobs and services. According to Trade & Investment Queensland the Wide Bay Burnett
region has experienced the highest number of client registrations and success results across the
State. This reinforces there is an increasing level of business confidence in the region that must
be leveraged. It’'s essential that the client registrations are converted into export sales and
growth through a dedicated program of business support. Limited regional professional
resources are available to assist and support start-up and established businesses/companies in
the region to achieve success in international/export markets.

According to Shan & Burke (2003) “A skill shortage exists when the demand for workers for a
particular occupation is greater than the supply of workers who are qualified, available and
willing to work under existing market conditions.” 4

4 Skill Shortages in Australia’s Regions Working Paper No. 68 (July 2006) Department of Transport & Regional
Services



It is widely known and accepted that the ability to attract and retain professional and skilled
people to live and work within regional communities such as the Wide Bay Burnett region is one
of the major challenges in building sustainable and vibrant regions. As businesses grow and
seek support from skilled professionals while they may be able to tap into some professional
expertise in the region, the choice of the type and skill level of professional support they can
secure can sometimes be somewhat limiting.

Similarly, when an expansion is experienced in an existing industry (eg. tourism) or a large
development occurs it is vital that as soon as possible prior to the commencement of the activity
or expansion an assessment is completed to determine if the available skills can be engaged
locally.

In addition to seeking advice from professional service providers such as accountants, financial
advisers, recruitment providers etc businesses may wish to seek mentoring support from
individuals from an “across the business” perspective. These individuals will most likely have
been successful in establishing and building their own businesses and, in this regard, can offer
support from not only a business operations perspective but also motivation and confidence to
be innovative and succeed in growing a business.

b) Access to finance

In the vast majority of cases, business growth cannot occur without access to finance.
Unfortunately, many regional businesses find it difficult to access finance for a variety of reasons
including, but not limited to, the perception by banking institutions that investing in regional
Australia will result in a lower rate of return and generally higher risk. In other situations the
reduced number of local branches to choose from can result in businesses having to travel to
meet with their bank manager. Also, business asset bases are much lower in the regions and
therefore financial institutions are more hesitant to loan against regional-assets versus capital-
city assets.

c) Reduced ability to attract investors

While the focus of Trade & Investment Queensland is on attracting investment into Queensland,
and supporting and expanding the State’s export capacity, the ability for businesses to tap into
expert knowledge and skills in the Wide Bay Burnett region is limited. While increasingly there
are businesses that are seeking to consider export market opportunities their ability to do so is
sometimes dependent on the quality of the expert assistance offered by state and federal
government. It is also critical that the Commonwealth and State Governments consider new
ways to attract investment in regional areas, and in particular, identified regions of economic
disadvantage such as the Wide Bay Burnett region. Ideas such as offering tax incentives that will
encourage investment should be actively considered.



d) Ability for infrastructure (roads, telecommunications etc) and services to meet
current/future demand

The provision of appropriate and timely infrastructure is a key element of a region’s capacity to
attract new investment and facilitate economic development more generally. For example, the
need to provide for an increasing aged population will result in much-needed funds being
directed towards the provisions of specific infrastructure to support this sector of the
community. This need must be balanced with the need to upgrade existing roads and
telecommunication services to support the development of new and existing businesses. In
contrast to this, given all levels of government are increasingly having to do more with less there
is an increasing need for funds to be prioritized to ensure infrastructure planning and
development supports the need regions such as the Wide Bay Burnett. WBBROC has developed
the Regional Infrastructure & Investment Strategy (August 2016) to assist in this regard.

In addition, as in other parts of regional Queensland, businesses in the Wide Bay Burnett region
are faced with unique challenges associated with packaging, disposal of wastes, transportation
and logistics, just to name a few.

e) The quality of the institutions in the region (including government agencies,
universities etc)

Coordination across and between government agencies and universities assists with developing
complementary initiatives, promotes consistency across sectors and governments, and improves
investment returns. Regions - or in the case of Wide Bay Burnett, sub regions - do not exist in
isolation from one another and it is important to recognize that there are often links between
different areas. Improving coordination across the sub regions can increase the positive impacts
of projects and increase economic and social returns.

Whether it be federal or state government their strength in regional development is the
capacity, beyond that of individual businesses, industry associations or universities, to provide
relevant information and undertake or commission research to support the needs of regional
businesses. Government also has an important role in helping the development of networks
among businesses and in acting as both a broker and coach of collaborating firms and
institutions. In the past the both levels of Government offered “extension services” in regional
Queensland that provided the one-on-one support regularly required by small to medium sized
businesses, however, in the main, these services no longer exist.

In 2013/2014 WBBROC facilitated and funded the “Centre for Regional Innovation” Phase 1
which included a successful trial of providing one-on-one mentoring support to six businesses

I”

across the region. The businesses of greatest interest to this “virtual” centre were those run by
‘growth orientated entrepreneurs’ who have aspiring attitudes and goals for their ventures.
They were traditionally the people who aim to hire more employees, increase capital

expenditure and explore new markets outside the region. WBBROC believes the return on
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investment with this initiative would be an increase in the quality and quantity of employment
opportunities for the Wide Bay Burnett region. It should be noted that during phase 1 of the
trial 42 businesses were identified that could be worthy of future support. Such a program
could be expanded to benefit a much larger number of businesses across the region —
potentially stepping up over a three year period to work with over 100 businesses per year.

f) The readiness of the business to take up new technology (including online)

It has been acknowledged for some time that the take-up of technology is not a priority
consideration for many small and medium sized businesses. The reality is that it takes time for
any business to embrace and realise the benefits that technology has to offer and,
unfortunately, often “working in the business” in contrast to “working on the business” is the
priority. Adapting to new business opportunities, new product development and process
innovation can provide new pathways for regional business growth. While some work has
occurred across the Wide Bay Burnett region to upskill businesses regarding the benefits
technology has to offer, further work is needed to ensure businesses are well positioned to cope
in an ever changing economic environment.

The following table illustrates the most important source of regional advantage from a survey

undertaken by Regional Australia Institute.

The size of the market in the region

The overall state of the regional economy’s
activity and growth (size of LGA, population)

The region’s natural resources, natural
environment, soil, mineral resources

The knowledge and skills of the people
available to work in the region (access to
labour force)

The infrastructure and senices available to
business in the region

The quality of the institutions in the region
(including government agencies,
universities, quality of business associat

The readiness of businesses to take up new
technology (including online)

The efficiency of the labour market in
allowing businesses to find the right people
(skill shortages/gaps)

The sophistication of businesses in the

region —internal to the firm, e.g. quality of
management

The speed of innovation in the region

0% 20% 40% 60%
=  TOTAL = Metro Regional ® Remote

Q41.Considering the region where your business is located, which of the following aspects of the region’s competitiveness
make a substantial contribution to the opportunities your business has to grow?Base: Total (n=2,327), Metro (n=676),
Regional (n=1,372), Remote (n=279).

Figure 6: Most Important Source of Regional Advantage
Source - Regional Australia Institute Bringing Business into Australian Regional Development (2014)
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4. Action Plan

As has been mentioned previously, WBBROC strongly believes that for any change to be experienced

that leads to improved economic prosperity; this cannot occur without the joint partnership between all

levels of government. WBBROC is also aware and very supportive of the various funding programs that

are currently offered by Federal and State Governments (eg. Financial Assistance Grants; Bridges

Renewal Program, National Stronger Regions Fund, Building Our Regions to mention a few). While these

funding programs provide much-needed support to many Councils in this region, the purpose of

detailing the barriers and subsequent elements of an action plan, is to seek the support of the Federal

and State Governments for the “projects of regional significance” detailed shortly.

In relation to overcoming the barriers identified previously WBBROC considers that “projects of regional

significance” detailed in this section are important catalysts to drive economic growth and can:

benefit from whole-of-government coordination and collaboration

add value to business-as-usual—where industry recognizes the enhanced economic opportunity
that could be created by co—location or linking of multiple investments

create a notable economic benefit for a region or sub-region with more strategic use of the
whole-of-government toolkit

support growth, diversity and resilience in regional economies

generate a high level of capital expenditure, and

create employment opportunities by supporting, creating and unlocking economic potential.

The projects of regional significance have and will continue to be recommended by WBBROC as those

“catalytic” initiatives that will deliver a changed economy for the region. WBBROC commends the

following projects of regional significance to Federal and State Governments for consideration (further

details are provided on page 12 and onwards):

1.

W NU A WN

Wide Bay Burnett Minerals Province

Port of Bundaberg

Bruce Highway Upgrades

Unallocated State Land (USL) Opportunities
Telecommunications

Water For Economic Development

Freight & Logistics — Supply Chain Challenges & Opportunities
First & Last Mile Freight Project

Regional Export Extension Service.

12



Projects of Regional Significance for the Wide Bay Burnett Region

PROJECT OF REGIONAL
SIGNIFICANCE
1. Wide Bay Burnett
Minerals Province

2. Port of Bundaberg

THE OPPORTUNITY

Mineral and extractive resource industries are key components of the
Wide Bay Burnett region’s regional economy, in particular quarrying
and sand extraction.

Mineral exploration activities are increasing in the region, particularly
in the North Burnett — Biggenden, Gayndah, Mundubbera and Monto.
Exploration into coal resources is prominent within Tiaro, Monto and
north of Bundaberg.

Current mineral production and identified resources include gold,
silver, kaolin, limestone, coal, ilmenite, apatite, scandium, feldspar,
siltstone, silica sand, black granite and clay. There is also mounting
industry interest in investigating underground coal gasification, and in
exploration for coal seam gas and geothermal energy.

To support resource companies seeking to invest in areas across the
region and, in doing so, deliver extensive growth in future
infrastructure investment to transport commodities from these areas
to the Port of Bundaberg.

The Port of Bundaberg is an underutilized asset and opportunities to
increase the utilization of the Port have been identified to
accommodate a wide range of commercial and recreational uses
including increased dry and wet bulk trade, bulk fuel storage and
transport, coastal shipping, defence vessel basing and servicing and
provedoring, marine industry, SuperYacht servicing and provedoring,
and further marina development and coastal residential and
community infrastructure development.

The Port of Bundaberg Review of Potential Trade and Port
Development Opportunities (March 2014) assisted in developing an
enhanced understanding of the potential freight service demand
through the Port and has assisted in the potential expansion and
development of port facilities in the short, medium and long term.

X

GOVERNMENT ACTION

(CURRENT & SUGGESTED)
Queensland Government has invested in
development of the Port of Bundaberg
Review of Potential Trade and Port
Development Opportunities (March 2014).
Queensland Government in collaboration
with WBBROC and Regional Development
Australia (Wide Bay) has funded
development of the associated Transport
Logistics Study (yet to be released) following
which time a Transport Infrastructure Plan
will be developed.

The Gladstone Ports Corporation continues
to invest significant time and resources into
achieving greater utilization of the Port of
Bundaberg and to investigating opportunities
to expand the port within the parameters of
the Queensland Port Strategy.

The Port continues to work with proponents
looking to utilize the port infrastructure and
to upgrade facilities where commercially
viable to do so. The Port is working with the
Department of State Development to
facilitate meetings of the Trade Development
Group to actively pursue further trade
opportunities for the Port of Bundaberg.

13



3. Bruce Highway Upgrades

X

X

X

X

To support resource companies seeking to invest in the North Burnett  x
Minerals Province and, in doing so, deliver extensive growth in future
infrastructure investment to transport commodities from the North
Burnett to the Port of Bundaberg.

The Investigation into the Potential for a State Development Area X
(SDA) around the Port of Bundaberg (outcome to be announced late

2016) and developments such as the Knauf Plasterboard Plant and gas
pipeline project all provide an opportunity to support the future

growth of the Port of Bundaberg.

Upgrades of the Bruce Highway provides significant positive economic %
flow-on effects for across the region given it is the main arterial to

access the region from the north and south. X
The Gympie bypass involves a 61km upgrade and realignment of the

Bruce Highway between Cooroy and Curra, including a bypass of

Gympie and is among Queensland’s highest priority road projects. X
In addition to the Gympie realignment, the Bruce Highway upgrade

from Curra to Bundaberg is also a strategic priority. Delivery of these

State Government invested in development
of the Port of Bundaberg Review of Potential
Trade and Port Development Opportunities
(March 2014).

State Government in collaboration with
WBBROC and Regional Development
Australia (Wide Bay) has funded
development of the associated Transport
Logistics Study (yet to be released) to meet
the identified demand for export and import
freight services from the Port of Bundaberg
Review of Potential Trade and Port
Development Opportunities (March 2014).
Investigation into the potential declaration of
a State Development Area (SDA) including
the Port of Bundaberg. On the basis that
declaration occurs, development of a
Planning Scheme will follow.

State Government committed $19.8 million
for the Australian Gas Networks Limited to
design, deliver and operate the Bundaberg
gas pipeline (expected completion date early
2017).

All Councils in the Wide Bay Burnett continue
to actively pursue opportunities to increase
the utilization of the Port of Bundaberg.

Fast tracking of the application by
Queensland Government is highly supported.
20-year Bruce Highway Upgrade Strategy
document developed by Queensland
Government.

Commitment to be made for other major
upgrades and realignments across the Wide
Bay Burnett region including importantly
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4. Unallocated State Land
(USL) Opportunities

5. Telecommunications

two priorities is important for the Wide Bay Burnett region but
strategically important for the state as a whole.

Importantly, the Bruce Highway upgrades will provide more reliable
access to Central and Northern Queensland during times of flood.

The Gympie realignment eliminates the reliance on traffic lights and
extensive sections of 60kph and 80kph sections of the highway for
North/South bound traffic — travel times reduced, cost savings to
industry, safety increased and reduction in city through traffic.

The realignment will provide ready access to the highway from Tin Can
Bay Road for tourist traffic heading to Rainbow Beach and Tin Can Bay
as well as heavy vehicles servicing the timber and wood manufacturing
sectors including Hyne & Sons and Laminex.

Seeks to make available suitable state High Value Agricultural Land
(HiVAL) for agriculture and other purposes.

Recent case studies include Churchill and Granville USL sites and
WBBROC believes there are similar opportunities that could be
explored at the other USL across the region.

Opportunity to identify all USL across the Wide Bay Burnett region and
identify any potential opportunities to drive economic prosperity.

The provision of reliable mobile, internet and digital communications
varies greatly through the region. The region’s telecommunications are
an essential part of the ensuring it is a “connected region” for business
and the broader community.

construction of the section D Woondum to
Curra upgrade (including the Gympie bypass)
(which will need 20% State and 80% Federal
Government funding).

Where appropriate, acceptance of the
project by the Coordinator General office as a
coordinated project.

The Department of Natural Resources &
Mines (DNRM) is the lead State Government
agency responsible to provide guidelines on
the allocation of unallocated State land under
the Land Act 1994 particularly as freehold
(i.e. the issue of a deed of grant) or the grant
of a lease.

DNRM support to identify the available USL in
the WBB region and what opportunities
might be possible

Outcomes to be used to advocate for any
required changes/work to be undertaken eg.
development of investment or industry
attraction strategies.

WBBROC released the Independent
Broadband Testing Report (February 2014)
(refer wbbroc.org.au/News/Priority-
Campaigns for a copy) which details the top
10 priorities for this region.
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6. Water For Economic
Development

Opportunities to link specialist services (e.g. health and education) to
the region, and the ability for the community to stay in touch, are
necessities to promote livability, economic growth and safety. Isolation
and other elements of locational and social disadvantage are reduced
through access to reliable communications.

Reliable and secure water availability is vital for the growth of food
production in the Wide Bay Burnett region.

Water security is also important for industrial use including food
processing.

The agribusiness sector is a significant GRP contributor in all Council
areas across the region with potential for growth assisting to underpin
the viability of existing supply chains.

High value agriculture including intensive livestock production and
horticulture are maturing as industries including with improved
markets access and with positive demand trends.

The stated policy objective of the Commonwealth Government is to
double agricultural production. The Queensland Government has a
strong objective to generate jobs, particularly in regional areas where
agricultural production is often the dominant sector.

WBBROC considers the following as areas of potential opportunity:

X Increase utilization of existing allocations;

X Unallocated and not sold water;

X Advocate for access to grants to build on-farm water storage
facilities, and;

X Provide support for projects that are constrained by water
infrastructure but which would attract additional economic
benefit to the region either via an increase in intensive
livestock/agricultural production and/or the attraction of
industrial businesses.

In 2015 partial funds were received from the
Mobile Blackspot Funding Program Round 1
(funded by the Federal and State
Governments).

Councils awaiting advice regarding the
outcomes of the Mobile Blackspot Funding
Program Round 2.

WBBROC will then develop an updated report
to identify the next wave of regional
priorities.

WBBROC is partnering with the Department
of State Development who are coordinating a
cross agency working group with the aim of
identifying opportunities and constraints in
the provision of industrial water in the Wide
Bay Burnett including water for irrigated
agriculture.

WBBROC in collaboration with the
Department of Energy & Water Supply is
seeking to engage a Regional Water
Coordinator to undertake a number of tasks
including development of a Regional Water
Strategy and establishment of a regional
water alliance.
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7. Freight & Logistics —
Supply Chain Challenges
& Opportunities

8. First & Last Mile Freight
Project

9. Regional Export Extension
Service

X

Reliable and secure options for the transportation of freight is vital for
the growth of the agricultural sector across the Wide Bay Burnett
region.

The agriculture, forestry and fishing sector is a significant contributor
to the Gross Regional Product (GRP) in all Council areas across the
region.

High value agriculture including intensive livestock production and
horticulture are maturing as industries and will continue to do so with
improved markets access and with positive demand trends.

The stated policy objective of the Commonwealth Government is to
double agricultural production.

The Queensland Government has a strong objective to generate jobs,
particularly in regional areas where agricultural production is often the
dominant sector.

To ensure optimum use of the existing transportation/freight options
across the Wide Bay Burnett, need to identify current challenges and
potential future opportunities in relation to all freight opportunities
including, but not limited to, the Brisbane West Wellcamp Airport and
Port of Bundaberg.

Greater access for High Productivity Vehicles (HPVs) has been a high
priority for industry, freight operators and end users of freight services
due to the productivity gains and cost savings they generate.
However, many freight journeys commence and or end on local roads,
and an inability to operate HPVs for the entire journey from origin to
destination can substantially reduce the gains which would otherwise
be achieved.

While work previously completed for the Department of Transport and
Main Roads (TMR) identified the critical routes on the State-controlled
road network, there is a similar need to examine the first and last mile
connection roads to enable complete origin to destination freight
journeys in the desired HPV class. These are typically to factories and
farm gates on local government roads.

Trade and investment is essential for the growth of the Wide Bay
Burnett region.

X

In partnership with other agencies WBBROC
is seeking to undertake a detailed review of
the current challenges and opportunities
across the region from a freight and logistics
perspective in relation to all freight
opportunities including, but not limited to,
the Brisbane West Wellcamp Airport and Port
of Bundaberg.

Seeks to identify regional road priorities using
the first and last mile concept which dictates
that the same level of HPV access extends
from origin to destination, and recognises
that local roads are ultimately connected to
State-controlled arterial roads and national
highways.

In collaboration with TIQ and regional
stakeholders, WBBROC will identify
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An increase in exports will inject dollars into the Wide Bay Burnett
region and deliver jobs and services.

According to Trade & Investment Queensland (TIQ) the Wide Bay
Burnett region has experienced the highest number of client
registrations and success results across the State. This reinforces there
is an increasing level of business confidence in the region that must be
leveraged.

It's essential that the client registrations are converted into export
sales and growth through a dedicated program of business support.
Limited regional resources are focused on assisting and supporting
start-up and established businesses/ companies in the region to
achieve success in international/export markets.

opportunities to work with other agencies to
assist businesses seeking to achieve success
in international/ export markets and, in doing
so, ensure existing and new resources work
in a complementary manner to deliver on this
goal.

18



