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National Heavy Vehicle Regulator 

ÅNational Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) is the 
national independent regulator for all vehicles over 
4.5 tonnes gross vehicle mass. 

ÅEstablished by Transport Ministers to administer the 
Heavy Vehicle National Law (HVNL).  

₋Mass,Dimension,Standards,Accreditation,Fatigue, 
Compliance and Enforcement. 

₋Access decision accountable to Road Managers. 



HVNL Access Framework  

ÅRegulation vehicles  

ï(rigid trucks, semi-trailers) have general access to 
roads authorised by the HVNL. 

 

ÅRestricted access vehicles (RAVs). 
ï require specific authority to operate on the road network. 

ïNotices – applies to categories of vehicles 

ïPermits – applies to specific vehicles 



Restricted Access Vehicles 
3 classes of restricted access vehicles 

 

ÅClass 1 – Oversize/Overmass (OSOM) 
ïSpecial Purpose Vehicles   

ïOSOM load carrying vehicles transporting indivisible loads 

ïAgricultural vehicles and implements 

 



Restricted Access Vehicles 
ÅClass 2 – High productivity vehicles 
ïPBS, B-doubles, B-triples, road trains,  

 

B B 
B-double routes 

(Notice)  



Class 2 PBS 

PBS routes 
(Notice)  

http://www.nhvr.gov.au/


Restricted Access Vehicles 
ÅClass 3 – Other RAVs (not Class 1 or 2) 
ï50t truck and dog, spreader boxes, freight schemes e.g. import/export 

containers, commodity transport 

http://www.nhvr.gov.au/


PBS/prescriptive vehicle relationship in 
Qld 

http://www.nhvr.gov.au/


Role of Local 
Government 

ÅLocal governments are road managers under the HVNL 

ÅA road manager determines if restricted access vehicles can access 
their road network and conditions of operation 

ÅA road manager considers potential road infrastructure, public 
amenity and public safety impacts 

 

 

 



Road Manager Consents 

A road manager has a number of possible responses to a request for 
consent: 
ÅConsent 

ÅConsent with conditions 

ÅPropose an alternative route  

ÅReject with justification 

 

Based on: 

Å Infrastructure protection 

ÅPublic amenity 

ÅPublic safety 

ÅStrategic networks (either within municipalities or wider areas) 



 Route assessments 

A road manager may require a route assessment be undertaken  
 

A route assessment: 
Å Assesses the likely infrastructure impacts of the restricted access vehicle 
 on requested routes 

 
Å May include technical assessment of bridges, culverts and pavements 
 and geometrical assessments such as swept path, stacking distances and 
 overtaking provisions 

 

http://www.nhvr.gov.au/


Pre-approvals/Notice routes 
updates 

ÅObjectives are to: 
 

ÅStreamline processes, 
 

ÅReduce administrative burden, and 
 

ÅReduce turnaround times for NHVR, road 
managers and operators 
 

http://www.nhvr.gov.au/


Notice Routes Updates 



Pre-approved Routes 
 

Routes that should be considered for pre approval: 

ÅRoads in industrial areas 

ÅAccess routes connecting approved routes or State controlled 
roads to: 
Å Industrial areas and Mining sites. 

ÅHeavy haulage, crane, construction equipment depots 

ÅSuppliers and manufacturers of large equipment/items 

ÅMajor infrastructure such as power stations, ports and railheads 

ÅPre-approval Information kit available on NHVR website 
ïNHVR home page follow links to Road Access and then Local 

Government page. 

 



subscribe www.nhvr.gov.au/subscribe 
 
visit www.nhvr.gov.au 
 

email accessconnect@nhvr.gov.au 
 
fax 07 3309 8777 
 
post PO Box 492, Fortitude Valley Q 4006 
 
call 1300 MYNHVR* (1300 696 487) 
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